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MK Eli Yishai
Minister of the Interior
29 March, 2011/23 Adar 11, 5771
Dear Sir:

We, the undersigned, are ordained Orthodox rabbis, primarily from North America, but from other
countries as well, including Israel.

Out of a deep sense of commitment to the Jewish people whom we serve, we turn to you following
recent developments related to the “Law of Return” and conversion. We are concerned that some
conversions performed under our auspices and those of our colleagues are being questioned vis-a-
vis aliyah eligibility. We find this unacceptable, and turn to you in an effort to insure that those
individuals whom we convert will automatically be eligible for aliyah as they have been in the past.

We represent established communities, synagogues, yeshivas and Hillels around the world. We are
certain that whatever criteria are adopted for accepting converts under the Law of Return —
particularly given the Israeli Supreme court decision of 1988 — are applicable to those who enter the

Jewish people under our direction.

As rabbis and as Zionists, we call upon you to clarify the situation and rectify the injustice being

done to these converts, to the rabbis who represent them and to the Jewish people.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Shaul Farber
Rabbi Zev Farber
Rabbi Marc D. Angel
Rabbi Hayyim Angel
Rabbi Aryeh Leifert
Rabbi Akiva Hertzfeld
Rabbi Yehudah Mirsky
Rabbi Alan Yuter
Rabbi Yossi Pollak
Rabbi Barry Gelman

Rabbi Yitz Greenberg
Rabbi Yitzchok Adler
Rabbi Zachary Truboff

Rabbi Eliot Kaplowitz

Rabbi David Kalb

Rabbi David Wolkenfeld

www.itim.org.il

02-6480726 DP9 1-700-500-507 70
faxc 972-2-648-0726

ITIM

AITZIM (Atlanta Institute of Torah and Zionism)

Congregation Shearith Israel

Congregation Shearith Israel

Walkinglsrael

Congregation Shaarey Tphiloh

Jewish People Policy Institute

B'nai Israel Congregation

Beit Chaverim

United Orthodox Synagogues; International Rabbinic Fellowship
(president)

Steinhardt Foundation (past president); Riverdale Jewish Center
(rabbi emeritus)

Beth David Synagogue

Cedar Road Synagogue

Orthodox Union Seif Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus at
Brandeis University

Bronfman Center for Jewish Life (director of Jewish education)
JLIC of Princeton University

91451 DOWIN 45435 TN 5 190 Dy

Tel: a72-2-648-2205 | Shlomo Halevi 5, POB 45435 Jerusalem 91451




Rabbi Asher Lopatin
Rabbi Martin Lockshin
Rabbi Haskel Lookstein
Rabbi Elie Weinstock
Rabbi Alexandar Kaye
Rabbi Jason Herman

Rabbi Maurice Appelbaum

Rabbi Nathanial Helfgot
Rabbi Howard Joseph
Rabbi Yair Silverman
Rabbi Ysoscher Katz
Rabbi Max Davis

Rabbi Drew Kaplan
Rabbi Stanley Wagner
Rabbi Adam Sheier
Rabbi Yonah S. Berman
Rabbi Shmuel Hertzfeld
Rabbi Eugene Korn
Rabbi Dov Linzer

Rabbi David Jaffe

Rabbi Daniel Smokler

Rabbi Daniel Braune Friedman

Rabbi Murray Singerman
Rabbi Menashe East
Rabbi Chayyim Solomon
Rabbi Aaron Levy

Rabbi Hyim Shafner

D'NY | ITIM

yTDINIY | The Jewish Life
TN DN 220 | Information Center

Anshe Sholom - B'nai Israel Congregation

Centre for Jewish Studies, York University (professor)
Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun

Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun (assistant rabbi)
Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun (assistant rabbi)
Congregation Beth Israel - West Side Jewish Center; International
Rabbinic Fellowship (Executive Director)
Congregation Ahavas Israel (Greenpoint Shul)
Congretation Netivot Shalom

Spanish Porteguese Synagogue (rabbi emeritus)
Moed

Yeshivat Chovevei Torah

Congregation B'nai Torah

Southern California Jewish Student Services

BMH-BJ Congregation (rabbi emeritus)

Congregation Shaar Hashomayim

Congregation Shaar Hashomayim (associate rabbi)
Ohev Sholem - The National Synagogue

Meorot Journal (editor)

Yeshivat Chovevei Torah (Rosh ha-Yeshiva and Dean)
The Kirva Institute

Bronfman Center for Jewish Life

Oxford Jewish Chaplaincy

Beth Sholom Congregation

Mt Freedom Jewish Center

Traditional Congregation of Mount Dora

Makom: Creative Downtown Judaism

Bais Avraham Congregation

Rabbi Avi Weiss Hebrew Institute of Riverdale; Yeshivat Chovevei Torah (founder and president)

Rabbi Steven Exler

Rabbi Yerachmiel Shapiro

Rabbi Akiva Dov Weiss

Hebrew Institute of Riverdale (associate rabbi)
Moses Montefiore Anshe Emunah
OU-JLIC Seif Rabbinic Educator - Rutgers University - Rutgers Hillel

Rabbi Yitzhak Shmuel Yehuda Grussgott

Rabbi Saul Strosberg
Rabbi Avi Kadish

Rabbi Reuven Travis
Rabbi Michael Chernick
Rabbi Yosef Kanefsky
Rabbi Marc Gitler
Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz
Rabbi Aaron Frank
Rabbi Joel Tessler

Ezras Israel

Congregation Sherith Israel

University of Haifa

Educator

Jewish Institute of Religion (professor)

Bnei David - Judea

East Denver Orthodox Synagogue (EDOS)

Congregation Tifereth Beth David Jerusalem

Beth Tfiloh Dahan Community School (high school principal)
Beth Sholom Congregation

91451 DY 45435 TN 5 190 0w
Shlomo Halevi 5, POB 45435 |erusalem 91451

02-6480726 :0PD 1-700-500-507 :70
www.itim.org.il fexc 972-2-648-0726 | Tel: a72-2-648-2205




Rabbi Nissan Antine

Rabbi Ephraim Zimand
Rabbi Uri Topolosky

Rabbi Martin van der Bergh
Rabbi Chaim Bomzer

Rabbi Moshe Bomzer
Rabbi Aharon Ziegler
Rabbi Adam Starr

Rabbi Ari Ellis

Rabbi Gavriel Goldfeder
Rabbi Chaim Marder
Rabbi Jeffrey Woolf

Rabbi Aaron Katchen
Rabbi David Almog

Rabbi Adam Mintz

Rabbi Alfredo Goldschmidt
Rabbi David Chanofsky
Rabbi Yosef Blau

Rabbi Hanan Schlesinger
Rabbi Zvi Hirschfield

Rabbi Shmuly Yanklowitz

Rabbi Benjamin Berger
Rabbi Ross Singer
Rabbi Ben Greenberg

Rabbi Jeffrey Fox
Rabbi Doniel Kramer
Rabbi Yonatan Cohen
Rabbi Stephen Belsky
Rabbi Kenneth Hain
Rabbi Yosef Weinstock
Rabbi Maury Kelman
Rabbi Fred Hyman
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Beth Sholom Congregation (associate rabbi)

Traditional Congregation of Creve Coeur (rabbi emeritus)
Congregation Beth Israel

Bevis Marks Synagogue

Young Israel of Ocean Parkway (rabbi emeritus); Rosh Yeshiva of
Yeshiva University

Congregation Beth Abraham-Jacob

Congregation Agudath Achim (rabbi emeritus)

Young Israel of Toco Hills

Herzlia Adas-Yeshurun Synagogue

Boulder Aish Kodesh

Hebrew Institute of White Plains

Bar llan University (senior lecturer); The Institute for the Study of
Post-Talmudic Halakha (director)

Hillel of Greater Toronto (associate executive director)

Educator

Kehilat Rayim Ahuvim

Centro Israelita de Bogota (gran rabino)

Congregation Shaaray Israel

Yeshiva University (mashgiach ruchani)

Jewish Studies Initiative of North Texas

Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies

Uri le-Tzeddek (founder and president); UCLA Hillel (senior Jewish
educator)

Ohio State University Hillel (senior Jewish educator)

Yeshivat Maaleh Gilboa (executive director)

Harvard University Hillel; Seif Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus
at Harvard University

Yeshivat Maharat (rosh ha-yeshiva)

Chaplain

Congregation Beth Israel

Akiva Hebrew Day School (teacher)

Congregation Beth Sholom

Young Israel of Hollywood (associate rabbi)

Kedma

Beit HaMedrash HaGadol - B'nai Israel (The Westville Synagogue)

Cc: Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

Natan Sharansky
Jerry Silverman
Danny Danon

91451 DOWIN 45435 TN 5 190 Dy

02-6480726 DP9 1-700-500-507 70
Shlomo Halevi 5, POB 45435 |erusalem 91451

fex: 072-2-648-0726 | Tel 972-2-648-2205

www.itim.org.il



